
From: Wendy.M.Matheson@msq.qld.gov.au on behalf of VTSCairns@tmr.qld.gov.au
To: rhmcairns@tmr.qld.gov.au; harry.z.mclean@msq.qld.gov.au; keith.g.vince@msq.qld.gov.au;

antonio.f.dorante/cp2/qdot/au%QDOT@corp.tmr.qld.gov.au; Robert.D.Cowie@msq.qld.gov.au;
Kevin.J.Schindler@msq.qld.gov.au; Brett.W.Huxham@msq.qld.gov.au; cairns@amsa.gov.au;
Alecia.S.Roberts@msq.qld.gov.au; William.Z.Walsh@msq.qld.gov.au

Cc: Stephen.J.Bull@msq.qld.gov.au; Wanda.R.Huxham@msq.qld.gov.au; Stephen.R.Boyle@msq.qld.gov.au;
James.B.McIntyre@msq.qld.gov.au; Alexander.E.Matheson@msq.qld.gov.au;
Richard.J.Unwin@tmr.qld.gov.au; paul.g.brandenburg@msq.qld.gov.au; Shona.M.Wray@msq.qld.gov.au;
Richard.L.Harris@tmr.qld.gov.au; Wendy.M.Matheson@msq.qld.gov.au;
Samantha.Z.Coniglio@msq.qld.gov.au; Frank.J.Thomson@msq.qld.gov.au

Subject: Incident report - Boating accident Lake Tinaroo
Date: Monday, 1 April 2013 4:29:19 PM
Importance: High

REPORTED BY: 

- CWP

DETAILS: 
Reported a  3 girls being towed
on ski board all let go, the rope bounced back and injury occurred.
Vessel is a 6.4m  ski boat - TS690Q owned by Local police have
attended and a MIR has been requested.

REPORTED TO :

All addressees

RECEIVED - HOW / WHEN:

In person 1630 hrs 01.04.13

Duty VTSO

Vessel Traffic Service Operator | Marine Operations (Cairns)

Maritime Safety Queensland | Department of Transport and Main Roads

Floor 1 | 100 - 106 Tingira Street | Portsmith Qld 4870

PO Box 1787 | Cairns Qld 4870

P: (07) 40527470 | F: (07) 40527460

E: vtscairns@msq.qld.gov.au

W: www.msq.qld.gov.au
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Our ref 230/01726 
Your ref CN39695 
Enquiries Brett Huxham 

Maritime Safety Queensland 
Transport Safety Branch 
100-106 Tingira Street 
Portsmith QLD 4870  
PO Box 1787 Cairns Queensland 4870 

Department of  
Transport and Main Roads

 Telephone +61 7 4052 7409 
 Facsimile +61 7 4052 7427 
Website www.msq.qld.gov.au 
Email rhmcairns@msq.qld.gov.au 

 ABN 39 407 690 291 

9th April 2013 

Dear 

Marine Incident Report Number CN39695 

I acknowledge receipt of your marine incident report regarding a marine incident involving 
the personal watercraft TS690Q, which occurred on the 1st April 2013. 

Maritime Safety Queensland’s official marine incident report number is CN39695. 

You may be asked to quote this number when making enquiries regarding this marine 
incident. Your insurer may also require you to provide this number if making an incident 
related insurance claim. 

Yours sincerely 

Captain Michael Barnett 
Regional Harbour Master (Cairns) 

Not relevant 

135-05271 - Page Number 6 of 17

Rel
ea

se
d 

un
de

r R
TI

 - 
DTM

R



Compliance Unit - File Assessment Checklist 

File No:     230/03963 Author:    Paul Hubbert 

Caseman No: CN39695 Date: 1/4/14 

Categorisation: 
Existing Category Recommended Category 

1 1 

Other action/s:   
This incident occurred on Lake Tinaroo, involving an injury water skier when a 
ski rope 

S/C Bishop finalised the investigation in 2014 and forwarded a copy of the file to SMQ Cairns 
however the file is now misplaced. During the investigation SC Bishop established that the 
owner/operator had significant commercial maritime experience, and the three girls being towed 
were highly competent and had been skiing together for a number of years. The operator had 
trialled a number of rope configurations including ropes at the same length, and a variety of 
different lengths, and the current configuration (centre rope longer than outside ropes) seemed 
to be the most effective and importantly, the safest configuration. 

S/c Bishop and the vessel owner had independently searched all relevant standards including 
competition standards and found no guidance as to the safest rope length configuration for 
multiple water skiers. SC Bishop is satisfied that the operator spent significant time investigating 
the safest configuration. Given the time and effort taken to ensure safety, and the lack of 
guidance in relation to rope lengths, SC Bishop is satisfied that this is simply an accident, that 
no offences have been committed, and no further action should be taken. 

Comments:  Caseman updated and noted with above actions. Closed with NFA 

Signed: Paul Hubbert Date: 14/4/16 
  Senior Compliance Officer 
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\\corp.tmr.qld.gov.au\Shares\Users\kjschin\Documents\Memo to Manager Compliance GC40992.doc 

Memorandum 

Our ref 

Your ref 

Date 12 August 2015 

To Sergeant Andrew Ibell 

OIC Cairns Water Police 

Copy Captain Michael Barnett 

(RHM Cairns) 

Subject Marine Incident Investigation – CN39695 – Serious injuries sustained by 

Water-skiing accident – Lake Tinaroo - 01/04/2013 

Andrew, 

Please find attached a copy of Marine Incident Report CN39695 which refers to serious 

injuries sustained by at Lake Tinaroo as a result of a water-skiing incident on the 

1st April 2013. 

Documentary on the file is scant, however it appears that this incident was being 

investigated by Senior Constable Carl Bishop of the Cairns Water Police. 

Can you please advise if: 

• The incident was investigated by Senior Constable Bishop?

• If so has the investigation been concluded?

• If so what was the result of the investigation?.

Forwarded for your information and any necessary further action. 

Kevin Schindler 

Senior Investigations Officer 

Department of Transport and Main Roads Enquiries  Kevin Schindler 

Maritime Safety Queensland Telephone +61 7 4052 7421 

Maritime Projects and Compliance Facsimile +61 7 4052 7427 

100-106 Tingira Street 

Portsmith, Cairns 4870  

PO Box 1787 Cairns 4870 
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G:\MARITIME\EXEC COMPLIANCE\Compliance\1. Business Administration\5. Unit Administration (mail register, travel etc.)\RTI responses\CN39695 TS690Q\File Note 
Hubbert 13 April 2016 CN39695.docx 

File note 

Our ref 
Your ref 
Date 13 April 2016 

Subject Marine Incident CN39695 

13/4/16 
Received call from S/C Carl Bishop (Cairns Water Police) in relation to a cat 1 marine 
incident which occurred on Lake Tinaroo, involving an injury to water skier when 
a ski rope 

S/C Bishop finalised the investigation in 2014 and forwarded a copy of the file to SMQ 
Cairns however the file is now misplaced.  

During the investigation SC Bishop established that the owner/operator had significant 
commercial maritime experience, and the three girls being towed were highly competent and 
had been skiing together for a number of years. The operator had trialled a number of rope 
configurations including ropes at the same length, and a variety of different lengths, and the 
current configuration (centre rope longer than outside ropes) seemed to be the most 
effective and importantly, the safest configuration. 

S/c Bishop and the vessel owner had independently searched all relevant standards 
including competition standards and found no guidance as to the safest rope length 
configuration for multiple water skiers. SC Bishop is satisfied that the operator spent 
significant time investigating the safest configuration. 

Given the time and effort taken to ensure safety, and the lack of guidance in relation to rope 
lengths, SC Bishop is satisfied that this is simply an accident, that no offences have been 
committed, and no further action should be taken. 

Paul Hubbert 

Department of Transport and Main Roads Enquiries  Paul Hubbert 
Telephone +61 7 3066 3980 
Facsimile +61 7  
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 CN39695 MMaarriinnee  IInncciiddeenntt
Region File No HO File No Region

Reporting Agency

CatStatus

Pollution?

Investigate?

Next reviewReported via...

230/01726 230/03963 Cairns Closed 1 ***

Qld Transport F3071 Marine Incident Report

***

18/04/2013

Office Cairns ***Incident involved 

08/04/2013
Reported on...

13/04/2016
Date closed

 Reason Closed Investigation Completed - No action required
 Relevant Act TOMSA

 Investigating Agency  Qld Transport Officer  HUXHAM, Brett W

Position of Incident - Latitude and Longitude should be entered in decimal format

Lat Long

Bearing Distance
(nm or m)

Water/ 
Landmark

Location

Date Time

-17.1544 145.5864 Tinaroo Dam

Inland waters

01/04/2013 12:10 PM

Type of Incident

Water ski incident

Incident Severity

Fatalities Minor Injuries Severity

Serious Injuries

0 0 Serious Injury Incident

1

Environmental Conditions

Weather Visibility Water Time of Day Wind Speed
Clear Good Calm Day None

General Ship Information

Ships Involved
Recreational only

COM Fishing

COM Hire & Drive (Other)

COM Hire & Drive (Sail)

COM Hire & Drive (Motor)

COM Hire & Drive (PWC)

COM Hire & Drive (House)

COM Pax

COM Non-pax (Non-specific)

COM Non-pax (Boat share)

COM Non-pax (Houseboat)

COM Non-pax (Hovercraft)

COM Non-pax (Paddle/row)

COM Non-pax (PWC)

COM Non-pax (Sail)

REC Motorboat

REC PWC

REC Sailboat

REC Paddle (row) boat

REC Houseboat

Unknown

Select types of ships involved in incident

Contributing Factors

Human
Alcohol or drugs

Commercial pressure

Insufficient fuel

Insufficient maintenance
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Excessive speed

Fatigue

Inadequate training of crew

Inappropriate advice to ship - Harbour Control or Port Authority

Inappropriate advice to ship - Pilot

Inappropriate advice to ship - Vessel Traffic System

Inappropriate instructions to crew - other

Inappropriate instructions to crew - poor communications

Inattention

Inexperience or lack of knowledge

Insecure mooring

Insufficient crew numbers

Insufficient planning

Navigation error - failure to keep proper lookout

Navigation error - other

Navigation error - violation of Colregs

Operational error - other

Other (Human)

Overloading

Poor communications

Poor ship to shore communications

Violation of standard procedures

Violation of statutory rules or standards

Bridge or navigation failure

Electrical failure

Equipment failure - other

Fuel or gas leak

Hull failure

Inadequate stability - other

Inadequate stability - overloading

Inadequate stability - shifting cargo

Inappropriate hull or equipment - construction fault

Inappropriate hull or equipment - design fault

Inappropriate hull or equipment - insufficient maintenance

Insufficient safety equipment

Machinery failure

Other (Material)

Shore structure badly designed built or maintained

Material

Environmental
Abnormal tidal conditions

Bar conditions

Floating or submerged object

Hazardous season (cyclones etc)

Hazardous waters - coral reefs

Hazardous waters - lack navigation aids

Hazardous waters - shifting channel

Hazardous waters - uncharted hazards

Heavy traffic area

Other (Environmental)

Poor visibility

Sea state

Wash of passing vessel

Wind

Summary - description of incident including events leading up to and following incident

At approximately 1140 on Monday 01 April 2013 myself (Master) and (observer) 
were towing three girls on wakeboards behind my ski boat in 
Tinaroo Dam. The skiers were positioned with behind the boat.
After skiing for approximately 30mins the girls indicated they wanted to return to the bank where we had 
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After skiing for approximately 30mins the girls indicated they wanted to return to the bank where we had 
left from. As we approached the bank at approx 14knots I altered course to port and maintained speed in
oreder to drop the girls close to the bank. As the three girls dropped their ropes, one of the ropes 
became entangled around leg causing 

Action Log - should summarise key investigative milestones, data modifications and include attachments

<copy of summary for printing>
At approximately 1140 on Monday 01 April 2013 myself (Master) and 
(observer) were towing three girls, on wakeboards behind my 
ski boat in Tinaroo Dam. The skiers were positioned with 
behind the boat. After skiing for approximately 30mins the girls indicated they wanted to return to the 
bank where we had left from. As we approached the bank at approx 14knots I altered course to port 
and maintained speed in oreder to drop the girls close to the bank. As the three girls dropped their 
ropes, one of the ropes became entangled around

<end copy>

MSQ Acknowledgement Letter.docMSQ Acknowledgement Letter.doc MIR.pdfMIR.pdf Memo to OIC Cairns Water Police CN39695.pdfMemo to OIC Cairns Water Police CN39695.pdf
20/01/2014 MO HUXHAM confirms injured person was admitted to hospital confirming 
serious injury status. S.Day (Vessel Standards)
12/08/2015 File checked by CU (Schindler), incident was tasked to S/C Carl Bishop 
Cairns Water Police on 12/04/2013.  Memo sent to OIC Cairns Water Police 
12/08/2015 for report on outcome.

13/4/16 - followed up by Hubbert. SC Bishop (Cairns WP) finalised the investigation in 
2014 however the MSQ file cannot be located. SC Bishop is satisfied that NFA is 
required (see File Note). SC Bishop's conclusions are sound and the file can be closed 
with NFA

File Note Hubbert 13 April 2016 CN39695.docxFile Note Hubbert 13 April 2016 CN39695.docx File Assessment Report - CN39695.docFile Assessment Report - CN39695.doc

Last updated: 19/05/2016 12:21:59 PM by Kaylene L Clayton /cp1/qdot/au
Date entered: 08/04/2013 01:28:12 PM by Kim Z Coden/cp2/qdot/au
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